	Christmas Eve Mass
The Focus Team then thanked Marie-Therese Hill for her email with some suggestions for the Christmas Eve Family Mass. The Focus Team have discussed the suggestions with Fr Tony and believe that some can be implemented, while others not possible: 

             enough service sheets for everybody , or to share

             some reserved seats for elderly / disabled

             no need for heating once mass begun

             ushers to help ensure that we make better use of the space in the benches but it is better everyone sit together, not regulars to front, but not hog the end of benches

             chairs could be put in the Sacred Heart Chapel, 

             More space is used well with people standing at the rear of church, but it may be a good idea for them to come to communion first. It is not reverent or practical to give out communion at the back as well as the communal procession to receive at the front, but we may be able to use the side aisle better.

 Fr. Tony invited anyone can come, to a meeting on Sunday 1st December at   5.30pm  in the house to help prepare further for  the Christmas Masses. 
FACET  OF  SERVICE  IN  THE  PARISH  LIFE:  JUSTICE   and  CHARITY

Justice through Faith:  spiritual support and sharing

Justice and Peace Group: monthly meeting: CAFOD support through 

recycled paper, Coffee mornings, Connect 2 links, Christmas Cards, CAFOD support in school, in Children’s Liturgy, money box in table

Nugent Care Charity:  home coin boxes, Collections, Housing Needs via  Wigan, Christmas events, Funny Money Good Shepherd appeal in school

Operation Christmas Child: ecumenical links

Recycled Spectacles through Knights of St Columba

Poor Box in table/St Anthony’s Bread, Food donations to Foodbanks:  Donations/Links to :   Debt Advice Burscough, Digmoor  Credit Union,  

        Skelmersdale Ecumenical Centre, St John Rigby Hardship Fund
Appeals in church and Missio(Red Boxes)

The meeting closed with prayer and blessing, and much appreciation of Ros’s leadership and our two speakers.      
Thank you to all for the marvellous spirit of St Teresa’s       
                                                                FrTony
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St Teresa’s Parish

   Led beyond safe harbours

  into new and sacred waters
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Record of the Parish Open Forum: 14th November 2012
with the Parish Mission Plan for 2014
Ros Roscoe chaired on behalf of the Focus Team. She thanked everyone for attending, received apologies from Cecilia Rigby, Andrew Southworth, and John Rowlands and opened the meeting with a prayerful reflection on the Parish Vision.
Parish Priest’s Report
Fr. Tony thanked coordinators and all involved in ministry for their very fruitful ministry meetings and apologised for things missed off the Report:
· Parish Pilgrimage to the Holy Land (12th to 19th May 2014)

· Walsingham Pilgrimage (24th to 26th  February 2014)
· Diocesan “Word of the Lord Conference” is being held in Sept. 2014
Change of Mass Times at St James’

As a result of the change of Mass times at St James’ Fr. Tony has been asked to consider saying an early Sunday morning Mass, here at St Teresa’s. 

Factors discussed:
· the Pastoral Area plan for parishes being twinned which was devised through the PAWG has evidently been abandoned  

· a discussion at the last Forum had highlighted that an early Mass served neither families, young people or the elderly and so was not seen to be of service to our parish vision priorities.

· Fr. advised that he may discuss this in conjunction with the other priests of the Pastoral Area, because there is now no early morning Mass in the area.

· would an additional Mass encourage more people to attend, as part of the Pastoral Area Evangelisation hopes, and our parish “Come Closer this Christmas” or whether it would merely spread the existing Mass attendance out over more Masses.

Les Newman from Skelmersdale Street Pastors was then welcomed and gave an informative talk about the work of street pastors. He advised that they go out onto the streets between 7.30 and 11.30pm on Friday nights to care for, listen to and support those who are homeless, or under the influence of drugs or alcohol by being the hands, face and word of Christ. 

	They visit the housing estates in Skelmersdale and the high street and the parks in Upholland. Les asked for our prayers for the work they do, and if any one feels called to do this work as an observer or to be trained to join the team please contact him. (Tel: 07793084033)
Audit of Service in Parish Life

Fr. Tony handed out an audit which listed most of the activities which 
St Teresa’s does as service outside of the parish. He asked the forum to consider if there was anything else that the parish could be doing. It was noted that the Palestine Pilgrimage in May might create links between the people and the community / hospitals in the Holy Land. Prayer and preparation for the pilgrimage would begin in January.

Fr. advised various ways that people could donate money to the Philippines Disaster Appeal. 

Looking to Christmas

Philip McParland, spiritual director of Sandymount House of Prayer was welcomed to the Forum to talk about ways of “Keeping Christ in Christmas”. He discussed the reality of this time of the year, which is for most an extremely busy time, with lots of extra commercial activity, extra shopping, extra socialising, and extra domestic activity (e.g. cooking and cleaning). All this leads to additional pressure and distraction and can lead to us forgetting that Jesus is the ‘reason for the season’. The purpose of the 4 week Advent season is to help us put Jesus at the centre of the celebrations; to remind us that we need a Saviour, we are not self-sufficient and only Jesus can give us unconditional love. Practical suggestions for ways to keep Christ in Christmas were:
· During the days of Advent spend 15 minutes every day in silence, read a piece of scripture (familiarity with scripture is familiarity with Christ),spend time having a conversation with Jesus in your own words, about what’s happening in your life......get real!
· Don’t be wasteful this Christmas; before buying something consider -will I eat it, wear it or use it? If not don’t buy it. Wastefulness is offensive to the poor. Spending a lot of money is not necessary to make a gift valued and appreciated if thought out.

· Make peace; try to find a way of being reconciled with someone you have stopped speaking to or been hurt by (it’s not easy and does takes 2 people for real reconciliation).

Come Closer this Christmas.

Fr. Tony thanked those who have attended the ‘Crossing the Threshold’ meetings in response to the call of the Bishops to attract people back to Mass. Those present were invited to split into groups to consider::

“What are the most important things we can do to attract and welcome people back to Mass with us?


	
	· Personal invitation (often hard for fear of being thought judgemental)

· Invite to a less ‘threatening’ events or ‘less of a big step’ than coming to Mass e.g. carol concert, the Christmas Bingo.
· Give out invitations to school parents when they attend the school Christmas events in church or school

· Pray for Fr. Tony for his Christmas Masses as he acts on behalf of the parish to give the many people who come to Mass a spiritual experience which may attract them to continue.

· Pray for people in our neighbourhood and families that are lapsed.

· Send Christmas cards to baptism families.
· Bring people to Mass with us in our hearts; Fr. Tony advised that he could acknowledge all the people that we have brought with us in our hearts during each Mass.

· Hold a 24 hour vigil of prayer for those we want to invite back to Church, invite the other Christian Churches.  

· Look out for signs that people have reached the point in their lives when they become aware of their need for Jesus.
Fr Tony attaches now a further listing  of ways of implementing our 

Come Closer this Christmas initiative:

Now is the time! The love of God is close at hand.

Think again! Receive afresh the Good News of Christ”
The invitation is for all of us: church goers, non-church goers, Christians or not….....let’s all make this time of Advent a time to come closer to God, come closer to each other, come closer together at Mass.
Church Goers:
our own spiritual preparation in Advent for ourselves and for others’ blessings….. appreciate, find ways of saying, what coming to mass does for you…....one day maybe say it to another person
For our Loved Ones: pray for them to God by name: own prayers, during mass, and people we know: at the candle stand with the prayer printed there

For People Unknown: the Holy Hour of prayer on Saturday 7th December. Make a friend, be a friend, invite a friend to church: use the Invitation Leaflet

- listen to feel the nudges of the Holy Spirit to mention faith, mass to a person…..when the time is right!

- notice those you know in church: if they are missing, contact them to let them know they are missed
- offer a  lift to mass…….offer to come with someone, or meet them at church

- arrange a house mass with Fr Tony and invite neighbours, friends, family

- BRING  PEOPLE  TO  THE  MASSES  ON  SAT 6pm and SUNDAY 10am on  14th/15th December, the ‘Bring a Friend to Mass Day’:  Reconciliation is part of that mass, simple explanations will be given, and all welcome….

        And Fr Tony will be included the Invitation to Come Closer in preaching,    

        and offers of talking things over with himself, or other parishioners for  

         help and healing, and how to help people keep it up……
We can also listen closely to what has stopped people coming….so that our church can apologise, repent and change where we must, improve…



