	The Sunday Plus used to have the Mass reading for each day of the week at the bottom of the page. Is it possible to do this on the newsletter? This is not a priority due to space and use of admin time; if anyone wishes to know the daily readings they can look on-line, contact the parish office or use a daily commentary like “Day by Day”

Why do we have to read the bulletin after Mass every week? The bulletin is not read out but it is recommended as good practice, as part of the “sending out” at the end of Mass, that  things be pointed out, often for immediately at the end of mass and to emphasise important items which help parishioners to practice their faith and to grow parish life. If anyone thinks that it is not done well, please talk to Fr Tony for improvements. He suggested that someone else other than the priest may read notices?

Is there going to be opportunity of private Confession in the future? 

Fr advised that he stopped advertising Confession because hardly anyone came but he is available to hear confessions on request. He wants to have an open debate around the subject of reconciliation in general which is changing. There are many different understandings about what it is about and more debate is needed about how we receive the gift of reconciliation and how it helps us in our lives as Christians. In  February next year there is an opportunity in the Pastoral Area to join in a series of three  sessions by Fr John McLoughlin to help learn new ways.

Is the carpet in the Sacred Heart Chapel fire retardant and is it safe to have candles in there with small children? It is believed that the carpet is fully fire retardant but this will be checked.

The New Translation of the Mass was discussed and feelings varied from those who dislike the changes, those who say that they are getting accustomed to it, some that although they may not like it we cannot change it so must just “get on with it”, and others felt that it made us think more about the meaning of the Mass and appreciate it better. Fr Tony showed the new Parish Missal which will be used from the First Sunday of Advent and advised that individual Sunday Missals from CTS will be available to purchase for £10 (a price reduced from £18 due to a donation from a generous parishioner).

Fr Tony asked if feedback from the Forum to parishioners is adequate in its present form of a paper record for those who wish to pick it up? He suggested that a parishioner may give feedback from the pulpit at the weekend Masses. The general feeling was that the present system  is sufficient but the Focus Team will debate the question of communication further.

Next Parish Open Forum : Thursday 22nd March 2012.
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St Teresa’s Parish

   Led beyond safe harbours

  into new and sacred waters
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Record of the Parish Open Forum: 3rd November 2011
Apologies : Elizabeth Dodd, Christine and Andrew Southworth.

Libby Wilson chaired this meeting on behalf of the Parish Focus Team, welcoming everyone and opening the meeting with the Parish Vision Prayer.

Libby thanked everyone for taking the time and effort to join in with this Forum and for being a part of the parish growth. She had looked up the dictionary meaning of “Forum” which means a place where ideas and views can be exchanged freely and she expressed her appreciation for the fact that we are asked for our opinions about what happens in our parish, especially in the current climate in the wider Church, where support of lay people is so heavily relied upon. 

The main points from the Parish Priest Report  were then reviewed, and opportunity for any questions or challenges was given. A question was received about whether there had been any feedback from the Parish “Living Christ Retreat”. Feedback received has been very positive and is welcomed by the Retreat Team. As this was the first lay-led retreat in the parish the team are grateful for any comments on how to improve the experience in the future. One person suggested that events such as the retreat and barn dance should perhaps be run bi - annually. Fr Tony explained that the Living Christ Retreat is not a retreat day for the whole parish but a retreat experience which  it is hoped will become part of parish life for everybody, including parents preparing their children for the sacraments. 

The Annual Ministry Meetings now begin with a time of pray and scripture led by our coordinators and deputies. Recent meetings have generated some good suggestions for the parish including the following to be considered:

· A funeral text to be produced in view of the New Translation so that people know how to join in with the responses.

· Ministers of Holy Communion need a new text to include the New Translation as an option for when taking Communion to the sick and housebound, but we won’t expect the elderly to change to the new responses unless already accustomed to them.

· As it is the Diocesan custom to have 2 chalices for every 1 ciborium, we will, for a trial period have 3 chalices at Sunday Mass, one on the sacristy side of the altar and 2 at the lady altar side, beginning on the 1st Sunday of Advent. 



	· More help is needed in writing the Prayers of the Faithful for the weekend Masses and an invitation is open to anyone who would like to join the existing team of people, training and help will be arranged. Volunteers please see Fr Tony or Andrew Southworth.

· The sacristy and cleaners team have suggested more focus on the Blessed Sacrament and showing reverence before the tabernacle as a good example to the children in the congregation, and also

· suggested a sewing group to make banners for the church, using the gifts and talents of all and helping to reduce costs.

· An open day for children’s liturgy has been suggested for parents who may like to see what happens during the children’s liturgy of the Word.

Feedback from Parish Priority Working Groups

Family Catechesis: June Hadden spoke on behalf of the Family Catechesis Working Party and explained that family catechesis is needed because since Vatican II, passing on of the faith has been left to the schools and the church now realises that unless the parents are involved, our children will not learn the faith. She explained that sacramental preparation will now include “family catechesis” which is where the parish helps parents to prepare their own children for the sacraments.

The Elderly Working Party: Libby Wilson advised that discussions included that elderly people often feel that they are not listened to, they can often feel lonely and not valued. The working party have talked about how they can be helped and also ways that they can contribute to parish life. Suggestions have included the possibility of organising talks, prayer groups, scriptural study and faith sharing. Fr Stephen Beale has appealed for help at Don Orione for volunteers to man the door and talk to the residents.

The Youth Working Party: Jane Simpson advised that discussions have been fruitful in considering many areas of youth ministry including:-

- how to consult with young people to seek their views; what do they want from parish life, where are they up to with their faith?

-  a proposal to set up a parish Facebook page as social networking appears to be the main way young people keep in touch

- the ages groups to work with; so far 2 groups – Age 10 to 13, and 14 to 18 has been proposed.

- research shows that young people do have a faith, even though they do not engage with Sunday Mass. Faith is practiced through service and charity work, so suggestion is that we form a junior Justice and Peace Group.

- possible growth of the Altar Servers ministry; recruit more servers and increase the social aspect of the group as a way of keeping young people involved and engaged with the parish.


	
	 The Leadership Priority:  Fr Tony gave feedback,  advising that a recent training session at the parish coordinators meeting given by Veronica Murphy had been very well received as leadership training and team building. Numbers attending had been disappointing and so he is considering running

the session again. He also advised that a strategy to develop leadership is needed to carry this priority forward and that the Focus Team would be looking at it further and are open to ideas. June Hadden and David Evans are joining the Focus Team as new members.
The Year Ahead:

Cost savings: Adjusting expenditure and use of time to the chosen priorities for the Vision is emerging slowly: savings on Newsletter, Bible Alive, installing a water meter; spending on more secretary hours, sound system; donations towards staffing hours, the missal, sound system have helped.

50th Anniversary of Vatican II next October: Fr Tony advised that he is open to ideas on how we should mark this anniversary. He has been in discussion with Hope University and LACE about how we can use it to focus on how we put Vatican II into practice in parish life.

Parish Year Plan :  key dates were noted on the new year plan including the new plans for Baptism Formation which focuses on catechesis for the adults. The next Living Christ Retreat is 10th and 11th March 2012.

Parishioner’s Questions.

What does Mass mean? Coming to Mass means participating in Jesus giving himself to us in the Eucharist, it is central to what it means to be a Catholic and it helps us in our lives as Christians.

Please explain the sign before the Gospel when people cross their heads, lips and chest? This means that we pray to receive the Word of God with our mind, proclaim it with our lips and cherish it in our hearts. 

Why do you mention the names of people who a Mass is offered for, only sometimes as this can be very upsetting for people when a loved one’s name is omitted? Fr advised that he was asked to do this in previous Forum and does so now; when he does not it is purely a mistake.

In the creed what does “consubstantial” mean? It means of one being and sharing the same being.

Would the meditation on the Gospel on the newsletter be more beneficial if it was for the Gospel read on that Sunday and not the following week?

Fr advised that it is better to use what comes through the liturgy for the mass of the day. He hopes that the Sundays readings will impact on peoples lives through the first part of the week after Sunday and then wants to encourage people to prepare for next Sundays mass. He suggested that the newsletter be kept and referred back to, say from Wednesday onwards.




