St. TERESA’S CHURCH,    23, College Rd., Upholland, WN8 0PY

Tel:  01695 622001      e-mail:   stteresas.upholland@rcaolp.co.uk     Website:   www.stteresas-upholland.org.uk

	Parish House and Office

Parish Priest:                Fr. Tony Slingo

Parish Assistant:          Elizabeth Dodd

Parish Secretary:          Jane Simpson

Parish Club    622609  Janette McNamara
	 St. Teresa’s School

                  Tel:      01695 623842

  Headteacher:              Mr. Peter Atherton

  Chair of Governors:    Philip Holland

  PTFA Chair:                 Helen Rooney
	WHEN IN NEED …..

Marriage Care offers counselling
HELPLINE NUMBERS 
Local centre; 0800 389 3801
To volunteer; please contact 088 389 3801


19th February 2012  –  7th Sunday of Ordinary Time

     LITURGY AND SPIRITUAL LIFE


                                                                        COMMUNITY LIFE AND SERVICE
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	(M) Parishioners
(M) At Carmel: For Community & Congregation

(M) Intention of Elizabeth Clinton
Communion to peoples’ homes and to Homes

Golden Anniversary of

              Archbishop Patrick Kelly - the Cathedral
Liturgy of the Word and Communion

(M) Shrove Monday!  Fr. Tony Slingo

(M) Jim White

Funeral Service:  Henrietta Clittie

Ash Wednesday:  with distribution of ashes
(M) At Carmel:  Foundation Mass 

(M) The Duke Family 
Meditation & Evening Prayer 

(M) For the Parish

(M) Marley Bolus
(M) At Carmel:  Special Intention (B)

Contemplative Prayer in church

Stations of the Cross

Holy Hour. Prayers for Evangelisation -Mtg Room 

Next Weekend : 1st Sunday of Lent

(M) Marie Taylor
(M) At Carmel: For Community & Congregation
(M) Parishioners
Daily:          8.30-3.30   Our church is open for    

                                      all to come in  and pray
	This Weekend:   

Sunday:         11.15 - Wedding Couples:  Meeting Room


         - StHEALTH Group:  Club Lounge

Monday:           2.30 - Elderly Ministry Team:  Meeting Room


 7.30 - Shrove Monday pancakes:  House 

Tuesday:        10.00 - U3A General Meeting:  Club


 2.45 - Chaplaincy:  School 


 7.15 - Reconciliation #3:  St. Richard’s


 7.30 - Children’s Liturgy planning:  Mtg. Room


Wednesday:                No Living the Word this week

Thursday:  
 7.00 - Pastoral Area Youth Forum: St. Richard’s     

Saturday:       10.00 - Justice through Faith: St. Richard’s

Next Weekend            Parish Finance Accounting


            Homeless needs for Nugent Care

Sunday:          11.00 -  Baptism parents:  Meeting room

Masses  at our partner communities: 
Carmel;           Daily                        8.00 a.m  

                        Friday & Sunday     8.30 a.m

Don Orione:    Mon, Tues, Wed     6.00 p.m

             Thurs, Fri, Sat, Sunday    10.00 a.m. 





OUR PARISH VISION

We, St Teresa’s Parish, led by Jesus Christ, will continue to grow as a vibrant, 

welcoming and loving community, fed and nurtured by the scriptures, prayer and the sacraments. 

As we strive always to listen to the needs and dreams of the people of our times, 

we will better appreciate the gifts and talents of all, integrating them in service and celebration.

led,  fed , appreciating all!

	Cultivating the soil for EASTER LIFE is the purpose of Lent and the motive behind our choices for  Prayer    Fasting    Giving.

Let the light of the lengthening days be a symbol for us of God’s Spirit leading us further into a fuller freedom, engaging in spiritual combat where necessary, and deciding to surrender to Christ’s call for discipline as well as desire, good deeds as well as believing.

PRAYER:

spending time with God, saying Yes to Christ’s ways: e.g. make a visit to our church or Carmel, open each day; 

psalms and silent prayer  Wednesdays and Fridays, 7pm

Holy Hour, Saturdays, 9-10 am.

Scripture Reflection, Wednesdays, 7.30, and booklets   to help on the table “”Walk with Me” and “Daybreaks”   as well as CTS stand.

Parish Retreat Day

Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th March is our next retreat.  Take time out to reflect and refresh. This lovely relaxed time, listening to talks about Christ in our everyday lives and sharing friendly conversation with others is a valuable and much praised experience. All welcome, a lovely way to do something special for Lent.  

Women’s World Day of Prayer on Friday, 2nd March, 1.00 pm at 

St. Thomas’, open to all, always an important event, see poster.

FASTING

 is controlling lesser desires, even for good things:

e.g. less food, simpler foods.  What pleasures will you give up to rely  more on inner graces, spiritual food and fuel.     Perhaps choose a screen free day, increase times of silence ….?

GIVING

CAFOD is celebrating 50 years.  The Government will match £ to £ for all we give.  “Change Boxes” are available for you to take home and put in your loose change and return to church when full. 
Lenten Alms in the money box in the table are for Asylum Seekers, served by one of our parishes in Liverpool.

Maybe also the giving of time …? to visit those in need, you have lost touch with ….?

RECONCILING LOVE is the gift of Christ’s own passion, and so throughout Lent we trust in God’s forgiveness and presence with us in our struggles, sins, shame and sorrows.  The Sacrament of Reconciliation is available by request, on Saturday, 3rd March, 9.00-10.00 a.m., and as a parish, later in Lent.  Teenagers will be invited to reflect in new ways on forgiveness in our faith.

“Turn back to God; Come back to Church” is our appeal to others this Lent, and this Ministry will grow over these weeks to help each other invite people and family to start again ….

JUSTICE THROUGH FAITH: 

Ash Wednesday service of Sorrow and Repentance for the Arms Trade and our country’s part in it. 1.00 p.m. at the bombed out church, Bold Street, Liverpool.   See poster.

A series of teachings by Steve Atherton on Catholic Social Teaching, Tuesdays at St. Joseph’s, Wrightington beginning 28th February, 7.30-9.00 p.m.  What did Jesus do…?  and what can we do for the poor today?  See poster.

Fair Trade fortnight begins Monday, 27th February and all Upholland churches join in with this.

MINSTRIES

Ministers of Communion:  there is a local formation day on 31st March for any new volunteers who wish.  

Safeguarding:  always improving.  Our next training time is Monday, 26th March, 7.30 pm when all in ministry are invited, supporting each other in keeping high standards. Volunteer minders for Children’s Liturgy needed please.

Children’s Liturgy are catechists meet this Tuesday to plan Easter and support each other. 
	OUR VISION PRIORITIES

FAMILY CATECHESIS

Catechists for “With You Always” are all invited to our review and preparation meeting on Thursday, 8th March, at 7.30 pm – joining up the Christening Team, family catechesis and school catechesis.

Parents meet on Monday, 12th March at 7.30 pm to begin preparation for confirmation of children from Years 4, 5, 6 and 7.  Children not at our school please apply now.

School Governors meet on Thursday, 1st March to begin the review of our school mission statement and learn about our new Home-Church-School team.

YOUTH MINISTRY

Young People from years 7 and 9 confirmed last year are invited to join us in Lent to reflect on forgiveness in our lives, and discuss what they want in life and faith.

Our Team meet next on Wednesday, 7th March at 7.30 to plan this service, talk with any young people who would like to come, and consolidate the decisions from the strategy so far.

Volunteers so far are Jane, Julie, Jenny, Steve and Fr. Tony.  Julian and Derek continue to help with the thinking.  Volunteers..

Pastoral Area Youth Forum this Thursday at 7.30 p.m. at St. Richard’s will look at Lourdes 2012 and your ideas.  All welcome.

“Thank you for £111 raised from cake sale for 2011 Lourdes Teenagers”
ELDERLY MINISTRY

Volunteers to begin offering service are invited to our meeting this Monday, 2.30 pm, in the house.  Grandparents Day is already a good idea linking with school.  All welcome.
SHARED LEADERSHIP 

Our Parish Focus Team is Pam Ashcroft, Libby Wilson, Andrew Southworth, Jane Simpson, Julian Finch, June Hadden and David Evans.  They meet next on Thursday, 15th March to prepare the Parish Open Forum on Thursday, 22nd March, and the Co-ordinators Easter Gathering, 19th April.

WHEN IN NEED

On the notice board you will find space allocated to help in various ways for when life turns sour.

Marriage Care: supports marriage, relationships & family life. and offers relationship counselling to help when you’re pulling apart! 0800 389 3801 or www.marriagecare.org.uk See the  notice board for more information. 

LIFESTYLE

StART :Living with imagination. Fireside Tales meets next  on Tuesday 28th February for new stories and old.

St Teresa’s Art Exhibition: 22nd April with suggested theme of inspiration from music. Start imagining. Ring office for details.

“Make a Tree”:  Apple Grafting, led by Philip Rainford, Lancashire’s historic fruit expert.  17th March, 12-3 pm in the club.  £5 per person.  Lunch available.  See poster.

“ORIGINAL SIN – A CONTEMPORARY APPROACH”: - Saturday 3rd March 10.30am until 3pm at LACE with talks from Archbishop Patrick Kelly and open to all those catechists who have completed “Being a Catechist”.
MONEY MATTERS 

Thank you for last week’s offertory collection of  £773 (inc. s/o).    Group 6 is counting today.

Catholic Education  thank you for donations of £168. 
CAFOD thanks our Children’s Liturgy Group for £120 donated  for the people in Bierra. 
Please remember Fast Day; Fri 2nd March;  retiring collection Sunday 4th March & the Government promise of fund matching.











FOCUS ON FRIDAY:    Fridays can link us weekly to Good Friday, Christ’s generous sacrifice on the cross. Let’s make it a day of  


                                       solidarity, with Christ’s sacrifice and those who need that love. Eating fish not meat has been such a sign for 


                                      many .Maybe another sign will work for you:  some act or giving up which reminds us of God, the suffering in our 


                                      world, the struggles to overcome sin and its scars.     


                                      Stations of the Cross are a good way, Fridays at 7.30pm following (optional) silent prayer from 7 pm.





Preparing for next Sunday’s Mass:     First Reading:          Genesis 9:8-15      The Covenant with Noah     


                                                                Second Reading:     I Peter 3:18-22      The Pledge of a Good Conscience    


                                                                The Gospel              Mark 1:12-15        Jesus is Tested in the Desert





After spending a few minutes considering this Gospel, continue by reading Fr Henry Wansbrough’s reflection.  Mark’s emphasis is distinctly different from that of Matthew and Luke. No details of the testing are given. Rather Jesus’ sojourn in the desert seems almost a return to the peace of the Garden of Eden. The desert of Judea, between Jerusalem and the Jordan Valley, is a noble and dignified solitude of smooth, sandstone hills. Nothing grows, of course, but wild camels and the occasional leopard prowl around. There Jesus was ‘with the wild animals’ as, led by the Spirit, he made his preparation for his mission. In what way was he tested? We may presume that in solitude and prayer he was working out the implications of the Voice from Heaven at his Baptism. How was he to run his course as the beloved Servant of the Lord? Precisely how was he to bring the presence of the Kingship of God into people’s lives? The ‘forty’ is often used in biblical accounts for a period of preparation, as Israel’s forty years in the desert, or the forty days between Easter and Ascension which prepared the Apostles for Jesus’ leaving them and then for the coming of the Spirit at Pentecost. We may use our forty days of Lent to reflect on how we may bring God’s presence to bear in and through our lives.





How will you make best use of this time of preparation in Lent?                                                           Dom Henry Wansbrough OSB





This reflection is taken from “The Wednesday Word”, download more at:   www.wednesdayword.org/parish   


					                       and try also:   www.sundaygospel.co.uk




















